MEER DEMOCRATIE}I;? OMNIBUS

MEHR mehr
demokratie
DEMOCRACY INTERNATIONAL n DEMOKRATIE

FUR DIREKTE DEMOKRATIE IN DEUTSCHLAND

Democracy International - Friedrich-Ebert-Ufer 52 - 51143 Cologne -

Germany

CASA DE SU MAJESTAD EL REY Democracy International e.V.
Palacio de La Zarzuela Friedrich-Ebert-Ufer 52
Carretera del Pardo s/n 51143 Cologne
28071 Madrid. Germany
Spain
+49 22031021475
contact@democracy-international.org
27.04.2018
Your Majesty,

It is with deep concern that we, 12,882 citizens of the EU, examine the situation in Spain. Our connection
to your beautiful country is manifold - we maintain various business, family, friendship and political
relations. We share concerns about the discord that has reigned in and around Catalonia for some time
now.

The arrest of Mr Puigdemont in Germany has shown us that, against our will, we are being drawn into
the conflict over the autonomous community of Catalonia. Despite how the Schleswig-Holstein Higher
Regional Court decides, it's decision will be interpreted all over the world as a statement on the conflict
in your country. We therefore feel called upon to present to you our view.

We have the impression that the legal resolution of the conflict over Catalan independence will not
suffice to bring lasting peace to the situation in this region. We consider it a fundamental right in
modern European democracies that citizens have a say in the forms of state and government. We are
very surprised that this is not possible for the citizens of Catalonia, despite the fact that, in recent years, a
large number of citizens have repeatedly spoken out in favour of holding a referendum on
independence. In such a situation, we believe that it is up to politicians to create the political and legal
framework conditions to make such a vote possible under fair conditions.

We can understand that such a political development is very painful for people who are committed to
the good of the whole of Spain and who are required by law to preserve the unity of Spain.

We would like to ask you: what is the value of a unity that the citizens of Catalonia see as being imposed,
those who want independence as well as those who would vote to remain part of Spain? Is it not much
more sensible and beneficial for the people of Catalonia to be able to confirm their belonging to Spain in
a free and fair vote? This would bring more sustainable and lasting peace to the region than the recent
police and legal actions.



We are convinced that there are not only arguments for but also good arguments against
independence. However, these counterarguments have not yet been heard as the issue has always been
about banning a referendum. Through our many contacts, we have the impression that the citizens of
Catalonia are well aware of this and deeply desire nothing more than to finally be able to vote on this
question, which divides families, associations and companies in the region, and to thus restore peace in
the region. We consider it an attainable and honourable goal to engage in democratic debate and to
allow a process of discussion on the future of the Catalan region.

We imagine that such a vote would be preceded by a period of intensive public debate of at least one
year. During this time, citizens can form their own opinions, supported by the media, civil society,
business associations, trade unions, parties and governments. Comprehensive information on the
advantages and disadvantages of such a decision is a prerequisite for a factual and informed decision by
the citizens. Such a long period of time would also counteract emotionalisation.

Your Majesty,

Twice your honoured father played a salutary role in decisive moments of the development of Spanish
democracy. It was thanks to his initiative that a process of democratic transformation began after
General Franco's death. He stood firmly by the democratic constitution in 1981, when backward-looking
forces tried to turn back the wheel of history. Perhaps the time has come again today when the King of
all Spaniards could take a wise initiative to open up a new political space to this development. We hope
s0, as it seems to us that the disputes over the Catalan question, which are limited purely to legal
matters, no longer fit into a 21st century Europe that is growing closer. In this sense, we can imagine that
you will open a negotiation process in which the outstanding issues will be discussed. We believe that
there would be much support for this in Europe if this were necessary.
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