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How democratic
is the Western world?

“Real democrats”, Jos Verhulst writes, “are interested
in the individual points of view of others, because they
know that people need each other to hone and sharpen
ideas and intuitions, to improve them and elaborate
them. This process of creating social perception consti-
tutes the real core of the democratic process.”

Around a century ago, most countries in the Western
world introduced universal voting rights. Since then,
the opportunities for citizens to take part in the politi-
cal decision-making process have basically never been
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Jos Verhulst discusses the characteristics of the various
European political systems and comments on experi-
ences with direct democracy at home and abroad. He
also examines the objections to the binding referen-
dum. This is all thoroughly substantiated by numerous
scientific surveys, case studies and examples from all
over Europe. Nevertheless, the book remains very rea-
dable and accessible for every interested reader.
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